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   First, Mayweather is not scared of Manny 
Pacquiao. Of all my years as a boxing fan, 
from his methodical destruction of Diego 
Corrales to his latest shutout performance 
against Juan Manuel Marquez, this is by 
far the fastest I’ve ever seen Mayweather 
concede to conditions of a fight. First 
were the rumblings of a 154lb class, and 
the use of bulkier 10oz gloves. Both those 
demands were quickly batted down as 
Mayweather almost instantly conceded 

to a 147lb limit, 8 oz gloves and even a 
ridiculous $10 million dollar penalty fee 
for each pound overweighed on the day 
of the weigh-in. What’s most surprising 
is the concession to the purse split, as a 
50/50 split was immediately agreed upon; 
something neither party has ever done 
with such haste. 
   The real question is why Pacquiao 
refuses to agree to these drug tests. With 
an estimated $40 million dollar purse for 
each fighter looming on the horizon, you 
have to ask yourself, how much can a 
few drops of blood mean if a fighter isn’t 
hiding anything? First came the excuse of 
Pacquiao’s phobia of needles, yet there is 
video evidence of the tattooed boxer tak-
ing a blood test with relative ease fourteen 
days before his bout with Ricky Hatton. 
Then came the argument that taking blood 
so close to the bout would weaken the 
fighter, yet the amount of blood taken by 
the USADA is less than a tablespoon and 
have been commonly practiced on ath-
letes during the Olympic games without 
adverse effect on athletic performance. 
Furthermore, Mayweather has agreed to 
subject himself to the same tests, so if 
there is indeed an issue of “weakening”, 
neither party would be at an advantage.
   Now I’m just as disappointed as the 
next fight fan. Part of me wishes that both 
sides would put their egos aside and just 
fight. But at the same time, I don’t believe 
Mayweather’s demands are unreasonable, 
at least not any more unreasonable than 
a title fight being stipulated at a catch-
weight or the replacement of a referee 
because of the shared ethnic background 
of the opponent - two demands Pacquiao 
has made for previous bouts. In a com-
petitive sport like boxing where steroid 
and PED abuse has occurred in the past, 
a move towards a stricter testing policy 
is not outside the realm of reason and 
should be considered a standard, not an 
exception. 
   My hope is that all this is merely mar-
keting buildup by the promoters and that 
these two eventually face each other 
in the squared circle. But if there are 
indeed legitimate concerns behind the 
demands of testing, the entire denial 
fiasco is making it pretty damn suspicious 
for “Pacman”, and well, as the old saying 
goes, where there’s smoke, there’s usually 
a fire. 
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Year of the Tiger 2010 Lunar New Year Festival!
Presented by Tulalip Resort Casino and Seattle Chinese Times
Media Sponsor: The International Examiner

The Seattle Chinese Times is proud to present its 3rd annual Lunar New Year festival at 
the Factoria Mall, located in Bellevue. Bringing together the community, this free event 
celebrates the Year of the Tiger Lunar New Year by featuring a diverse catalogue of exhibi-
tions, from the Chinese Lion Dance and martial arts to multicultural presentations of Indian, 
Korean, Latin and Chinese dance and instrumental performances. Other features include 
modern step, fashion shows, and hip-hop & break dancing. We will also be raffling off 
great prizes! The mall will be filled with business merchants and non-profit organizations 
showcasing their merchandise and services, so come prepared for a night filled of celebra-
tion, culture and fun!

Festivities take place from 11 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on February 6 and 7 at the Factoria Mall, 
at 4055 Factoria Blvd SE, Bellevue WA 98006.

Seattle Chinese Times launched its first edition in May 2004. The mission of the newspaper 
is to support the community, promote Asian/Chinese culture and continuously strike to 
maintain a quality media publication to the Asian/Chinese community in the Greater Puget 
Sound, Portland and Vancouver, B. C. Canada in the Northwest. 

For more information about becoming a sponsor, booth vendor, performing in the event or 
for more details about the event, please contact (206) 621-8863, email: events@seattlechi-
nesetimes.com. 

Food Policy Associate
Assist in activities designed to implement the 
Alliance’s Plan to End Childhood Hunger in 
Washington, specifically handing communica-
tion and logistics for a wide range of activi-
ties to advance policies and investments for 
addressing childhood hunger in Washington; 
and providing support to the Senior Food 
Policy Coordinator. One-year FTE in our Seattle 
office.
 

Early Learning Associate
The Early Learning Associate supports the 
Children’s Alliance’s Early Learning Policy 
Coordinator, Early Learning Advocacy 
Coordinator and policy staff in developing and 
implementing advocacy strategies. The position 
combines public policy analysis, research, and 
advocacy with administrative support needed 
to advance policies and investments for early 
learning in Washington. FTE, Seattle office.
People of color and women are encouraged 
to apply. 

For complete job descriptions, compensation, 
required qualifications, and how to apply: 
http://childrensalliance.org/joinus/jobopen-
ings.cfm

SEATTLE SYMPHONY PRESENTS 
SECOND ANNUAL CELEBRATE ASIA!

Celebration Features Seattle Symphony, 
Chinese Lion Dancers, Japanese Taiko 

Drummers, and More!

The Seattle Symphony 
will present the second 
annual Celebrate Asia! on 
January 22 at Benaroya 
Hall. Hosted by KING 
5 News co-anchor Lori 
Matsukawa, the evening 
begins with pre-concert 
performances by stu-

dents from the Lien Tam Vietnamese Music 
Academy, Filipino guitarist Angelo Pizarro 
and Chinese Lion Dancers. Soloists will-
include violinist Chuanyun Li, Mongolian 
morin khuur player Li Bo, and Indian dance 
and song troupe Farmaaish, in a “love–
themed” program of contemporary and tra-
ditional works. The post-concert presenta-
tion will feature Japanese Taiko drummers. 
Celebrate Asia 2010 will take place in the 
Samuel and Althea Stroum Grand Lobby 
starting at 6:30 p.m., followed by a Seattle 
Symphony performance in the S. Mark 
Taper Foundation Auditorium at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are available from $20–$50 and can 
be purchased at (206) 215-4747, visitng the 
Benaroya ticket box office or ordering online 
at www.seattlesymphony.org. 
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